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Norman B. Leventhal Map and Education
Center at the Boston Public Library

Focus on creative educational use
of maps in center and digitally

250,000 maps, historical atlases,
digital geospatial data, globes and
other primary source materials,
10,000 of which have been
digitized 

Who we are The Leventhal Map and Education
Center is a nonprofit education
and research center housed in the
Boston Public Library



Maptivists Initiative

How can maps and
digital mapping be
used to help students
envision their city and
propose change?



Visualizing
Change and
Activism in
Boston

How can maps help us see
change?

What has stayed the same over
time? What has changed?

How did this change happen?
What is the role of activism in
this change?



Case
Studies 

DUDLEY TRIANGLE 

TENT CITY 

PARCEL C

SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR



Tent City 



Looking and thinking about these two
maps side by side, what kinds of
changes do you see? What do you see
that has stayed the same?

What do these maps tell you about the
neighborhood or city? 



What don't they tell you about the
neighborhood or city that would help
you understand it better?

Evidence
of Change



https://bostonpubliclibrary.sharepoint.com/sites/LeventhalMap/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FLeventhalMap%2FShared%20Documents%2FEducation%2FK%2D12%2FMaptivists%2FMuniz%2FChangeComparisonActivity%2FMaps%20and%20Resources%2FTentCity1981%2Ejpg&parent=%2Fsites%2FLeventhalMap%2FShared%20Documents%2FEducation%2FK%2D12%2FMaptivists%2FMuniz%2FChangeComparisonActivity%2FMaps%20and%20Resources&p=true&ga=1


Changemakers

What did you learn that helped you
make sense of either of the maps, or
both of them? 

Who were the people that created
the change in the location on your
maps, and why did they feel the
change was important?

What is a question you have about
this place after learning some things
about it? 



Documenting
the Role of
Activism
through Digital
Collections



South End urban renewal area R-56 : property map

Boston Redevelopment Authority

August 1965

Boston Public Library 

Boston Public Library Collection 

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:7h14cx94p
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?f%5Bname_facet_ssim%5D%5B%5D=Boston+Redevelopment+Authority


Tent City

Young students look into Boston

Redevelopment Authority South End

office during BRA sit-in

April 25, 1968

Boston Public Library 

Brearley Collection

https://ark.digitalcommonwealth.org/ark:/50959/s1785510t
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?f%5Brelated_item_host_ssim%5D%5B%5D=Brearley+Collection


Tent City Housing

August 13, 1987

WGBH 

Ten O'Clock News

Tent City

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth-oai:vq27zx414


Other Highlights from the
Activism in Boston Over

Time Primary Source Set 



Inner belt protest march in

Cambridge, 

Carrol J. Myett

February 26, 1966

Cambridge Historical

Commission

Cambridge Photo Morgue

Collection

Southwest Corridor 

https://ark.digitalcommonwealth.org/ark:/50959/1v53k258f


Dudley Street Neighborhood

Initiative: Comprehensive plan

summary.

Dudley Street Neighborhood

Initiative

September 23, 1987

Northeastern University Library 

La Alianza Hispana records (M55) 

Dudley Triangle

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth-oai:1n79ng79n


Parcel C

Chinatown residents

march in Parcel C

protest

September 1993

Northeastern University

Library

Chinese Progressive

Association records

(M163)

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth-oai:dz013609q
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?f%5Bphysical_location_ssim%5D%5B%5D=Northeastern+University+Library
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search?f%5Brelated_item_host_ssim%5D%5B%5D=La+Alianza+Hispana+records+%28M55%29


Want to learn more? 



Tune in on Thursday, September 28th 
3:00PM-4:30PM EST for Visualizing Change in

Boston: Using Digital Commonwealth Collections to
Tell Stories of Places and Activism, a more detailed

look at our new primary source sets and
accompanying lesson.



Registration info coming soon!  






Thank you!

mleblanc@leventhalmap.org

mnally@leventhalmap.org

mailto:mleblanc@leventhalmap.org

