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Getting the collection 
back on the streets; 
A walking tour of digital content



USM’s Special Collections
The Jean Byers Sampson Center for Diversity 

in Maine’s
LGBTQ+ Collection

Covers late 1960s - current

Digitized:
15 collections

Photographs
TShirts
Newspapers & Newsletters
Oral Histories
Videos
Podcast





Connect with the community.

Define their roles in the project.

Listen to them.



Tell a story
Rise and fall of queer bars in Portland, ME. 



Flask
(Spring Street)

(Somewhere Else)
(Somewhere (Over the 

Rainbow))
(The Chart Room)

(Entre Nous)
(Spring Street Gym)

Blackstones

30 years



1968-1980
Twilight World

Stonewall
Early movement

1982-1991
HIV/AIDS & Hate Crimes

Increased visibility 
Equality Acts

1994-2005
Bars in Queer Culture

Transgender Rights Movement

1987-present
Where we are now



“So you’d walk in and there’d be a long bar, with 
many people drinking and partying and smoking, 
there was a big haze of smoke. Then you’d turn to 
the right and there’d be a big huge room...for 
dancing. And there’d be tables. …uh...I believe that 
it was because when the lights came on in the back 
room, you had to stop dancing immediately, and 
you had to put the tables together immediately, and 
sit down. Because that meant the police were 
coming in.”

Penny Rich, Querying the Past: LGBTQ Maine Oral History Project 
Collection, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer+ 
Collection, Jean Byers Sampson Center for Diversity in Maine, 
University of Southern Maine Libraries.
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Mainely Gay, Vol.4, No. 4
 (April 1977)

Mainely Gay, Vol.4, No.03 (March 1977)
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Questions


