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Background 



What is the History Lab?

The North Andover High School History Learning Lab is a 
one-of-a-kind hybrid museum/ classroom which allows teachers at 
North Andover High School the opportunity to expose their students to 
object based learning and  historical artifacts such as:  photos, diaries, 
letters, newspapers, postcards, appliances, vintage computers, cigarette 
and trading cards, uniforms, clothing, and other resources so their 
students can gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of historical 
artifacts and the time periods from which they come.   The items in the 
lab are meant to enrich the curricula within our courses throughout our 
school.  



So What Is the Goal?

1. Make history fun, engaging, and enjoyable
2. Enhance and enrich teachers classrooms, lessons, and curriculum 
3. Develop historical thinking skills 
4. Provide students multiple ways to learn, experience, and see the work 

historians do everyday



The Idea

Stephen Scully  Westford Academy



Story of the Lab



Putting it Together
With A Little Help



Funding



Photos of Lab







History Aides: Becoming Historians…. 

Cataloging 

Digitizing (WWI) (German Cards)

Transcribing (O’Connell Diary)

Creating and Managing Exhibits 

Research…..

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Wgty9YQJ7YjW2jLRzHIEbKWfltLwtxh5
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oxEAwbfDNaF226QyubalAepDhnk_gHlG
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Or42l9kzhuzOP4JGqga6bkCZSqCQ8wTnf8b4lpAfLh8/edit






How Have Teachers Utilized The Lab?

Take them in there…. 



Another Option…. Take Items Out



Digitized Collection 



Cochichewick Chonicles 

Link 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Pz1Hrg_QBqUcSPsbZ1GjTNCTkZkYgdCj


Numbers in the Lab  

September 2018- 130 students

October 2018- 81

November 2018- 38 students x 6 days

December 2018- 90 students

January 2019- 115 students 

Courses- AP Euro, Global Thought, American Thought, US History, 9th 
grade English, French 3, Choir, WCII



Numbers Utilizing Resources 

245 students utilized materials in lab in their classroom 
first trimester. 

North Andover High has 1,400 students 



What Did They Think...









Historical Thinking Skills Assessed In the Visits 

1. Analyzing and Interpretation of Sources (Source Analysis Sheets)
2. Change Over Time (Time Hop Activity) Assignment
3. Synthesis (Museum Walk Activity)  
4. Cause and Effect (Museum Walk Activity) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tQdIKVXGu1S1gCKJnfztzqB0bOGqXpGERwb1pjy1zrM/edit?copiedFromTrash


Change Over Time 



Future

Veterans Grant 

Digitizing and Properly Cataloging the Material 

Expanding the Collection 

Creating more lessons and activities 

Providing Teachers With Lessons and Activities that Utilize the Lab 



Our Favorite Pieces





The Uster TOPMATIC Knotting Machine



Contact Information
Brian Sheehy- NAHS History Department Coordinator

Twitter: @BrianSheehy “Brian Sheehy History Teacher” 

Email: sheehyb@northandoverpublicschools.com

mailto:sheehyb@northandoverpublicschools.com

